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Development in Manchester Township

Change and growth don’l
happen over night, but we ase
seeing much change in our fo-
cal landscape. Four new resi-
dential developments In
Manchester Township have
been started over the past
year. According to Mike
Fusilier, Chairman of the
Manchester Township Plan-
ning Commission, we can
expect o see more changes
in the coming months and
yeass,

“We're seeing larger
amounts of traffic through
our township,” says Fusilier.
While the development is
happening in small pockets,
and mainly on the north side
of the township, it has greatly
impacted both farm land and
the quality of life in
Manchester  Township.
“Hopefully we can keep the
small town atmosphere; the
problem is that farm land is
disappearing rapidly.”

New state faws have in-
creased the amount of land
splits and smaller parcels of
Tand are being sold. *“We can™t
really teil people what to do
with their land,” explains
Fusilier. “Farmers don’t have
a retirement plan - their tand
is their retirement.” When
that time comes, the land has
increasingly been sold off,
not as farm land, but as resi-
dential property. Fusilier in-
dicated that in the past I5
years, an equal number of
farms have been lost in the
township, and totat farm acre-
age will continue to decrease.
At this time there are 5-6 full
time farmers remaining in
Manchester Township.

*“We walk a fine line here
{as the Planning Commis-
sion),” he says. *“We want to
keep the area looking nice
and maintain a rural aimo-
sphere.” But, he indicates,
the growth is coming and it's
not likely to stap any time
s00D.

Yet the people who want
to move to the country don't
always understand - or appre-
ciate ~ that some of the same
gqualities which make the ru-
ral atmosphere so appealing
can also create unique living
conditions. “As a farmer, I

know there is a window for
doing my work,” says
Fusijier. “That can mean
you're out until all hours on
your machinery. Or it might
be time to spread manure.”
Those who move to the coun-
try need to remember that the
farmers - and the sights,
sounds and even the smells
that come with farming are
part and parcel of living in the
country. A balance must be
maintained, and peaceful co-
existence is possible.

And speaking of peaceful
cogxistence, it is inevitable
that we recognize the strain
on local resources, that will
be created as the community
continues 1o grow and de-
velop. “This wilt heavily im-
pact the schools, of course,”
Fusilier begins. “It will also
become a sirain on our re-
sources such as the libiary,
and police and fire protec-
tion.” It will also create a de-
mand for more products and
services to be offered locally,
s it will affect the Village's
downtown businesses.

Does Fusilier see com-
mercial development coming
to Manchester Township?
*Not much, Our philosophy
is to keep it near town or in-
side the Village. We would
like the Village to take care
of commercial develop-
ment,” Fusilier indicated.
“We don’t want strip devel-
opment. With the industrial
park at the edge of the village,
and in the Township, we may
see some changes.”

Local Developers At Work

At least four new residen-
tial developments are under-
way in Manchester Town-
ship. On West Austin Road.
at the old “Parr 3” homestead,
26 parcels, of at least ten
acres each, are about half
sold. On Lamb Road, a
smaller development is be-
ginning with three lots sold
and five remaining. These
parcels average slightly over
two acres apiece. On Sharon
Hollow Road, just south of
Austin, wwo different devel-
opers are at work within a few

hundred yards of each other.”

In all, about thirty housing
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DN, 5o home.

Change is coming. We have
to prepare for it and plan
for it, instead of letting it
plan for us.

Also an experienced con-
tractor, Davis hopes 10 creule
some quality private homes
which wil be both aftorduble
and attractive. There are five
lots left 10 purchase in the
Sunset Prive location, which
range between $33-36,000.
Davis can be reached at
home. 4287369, or at his of-

I  i:c. 4281768 for more nfor-

lots have been created in this
area.

Each of these develop-
ments are being created from
what is - or was - essentially
farm land. The West Austin
Road property was tradition-
ally used as hunting land, but
some of it was also used ag-
riculturatly.

On West Austin, Chuck
Beck is developing the old
Parr 3 property. A private
road will be paved within the
next two weeks. Under-
ground uilities are completed
and he hopes to sell the re-
mainder of the property par-
cels to interested buyers.

His development has few
restrictions, other than to pro-
vide an assurance that the
properiy will continue tolook

_just about the way it does

now. “We'd like to perpetu-
ate an environmentally
friendly atmosphere,” €x-
plains Beck, The private road,
named Timberlake Road,
wanders and weaves {wo
miles, to a dead end at the
back of the properiy.

Beck stresses that this is
not & “‘subdivision.” R's more
eclectic; it doesn’t have a
name or slogans just beauti-
ful home sites. And his clients
are “building beautiful
homes,” he adds. Some are in
excess of 5,000 square feet,
and some are less than 2,000.
All are being built by pri-
vately contracted builders,
although each site plan is sub-
ject to the development’s ar-
chitectural review committee.
“There are no requirements
for size, shape or style.” ex-
plains Beck. “But appear-
ance-wise, we want to be sure
to avoid a detriment of value
to the other homes around it.”
With aver 20 years of expe-
rience in developing proper-

ties, Beck brought. some
unigue ideas 1o this piece of
property.

Part of Beck's plan when
creating this development
was 1o build aroad which cre-
ates home sites as square as
possible. Avoiding iots which
are 300 feet wide and a quar-
ter mile deep, he has also
maintained the nataral con-
tours and features of this
beautiful piece of property
(including & 30 acre lake and
the old hunting area), and as
a result, the properties are
sitbated so that from one
house, you will oniy be able
to see two or three other
homes at a time. You won't
took out and see cookie-cut-
ter homes sumrounding yours.

There are currently three
houses under construction in
this development, in addition
to the homesigad house.
Properiies range from S$43-
95,000. For information on
property in this developreat,
call Charles Beck & Co. Re-
altors at 428-1848.

Just off Lamb Road, a
few miles west, Jay Davis of
Davis Excavating has created
aprivate road known as Sun-
set Drive and is doing hisown
contracting for the eight
homes which will eveniually
occupy the lots, which aver-
age a little more than two
acres. A ninth, 25-acre plot,
also sits on Sunsel Drive.
Again, this development
doesn’t have a name or slo-
gan, and is a private residen-
tial area. One home is started
in this development and two
more are in the planning
stages.

Homes on Suaset Drive
will vary from a minimum of
1500 square feet for a single
story home, io a minimum of
1800 square feet for a two

muation on purchasing prop-
eny.

Can We Grow and Stay. %’
the Same?

As Muanchester and the
surrounding townships expe-

rience rapid growth, the chul-
lenge will be 10 retain the
smal], Midwestern, rarud kind
of community that we have
become used 10. Growth pre-
sents many opportunities for
change and yet, how much
change do we want (o seg in
the face of our village and the
cutlying community?

All things considered,
most people believe our com-
mnity works pretty well just,
The way it is. How much
CHAAgE do we want 10 see?
Are new and bigger schools
on the horizon? A library
which is supported by the
entire district, rather than a
single Township footing the
majority of the bills? Alarger
police and fire depariment?
More stores? Where will they
be located? Do we wanito at-
tract more industry toexpand
our tax base and support
some of these increased ser-
vices? We must face these
questions, and many more, as
the expansion westward in
Washtenaw County finally
reaches the fringes of our
small viliage.

As Fusilier says, "All the
townships, as well as the Vil-
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lage government, need to
work together at keeping the
iown thriving.” Expanding

development doesn’t have (o
mean strip mails, increased
industry and a differeat sont
of Manchester than we have
now. Careful planning on the
pa.rto out local governments

an E]annmg commissions

will help make the shape of
1hmgs 10 come, & shape [hal
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